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IN the field of tropical diseases "Manson's" has been considered one of the classics of all
time. This seventeenth edition is in keeping with the high standards and the all-embracing
coverage which has been the hallmark of previous editions. The availability of an ELBS
edition is an added advantage to developing countries, where tropical diseases are more
prevalent, and where this book is very widely read.
The book is divided into sixteen sections including an exhaustive chapter on ophthalmology
in the tropics. In addition there are three appendices dealing with the life-cycles of human
parasites which make this an important reference book for parasitologists as well.
The tropical anaemias are dealt with in the general part of the book and one would have
liked to see a little more emphasis on the aetiology of iron deficiency anaemia, which is
still the commonest anaemia in the tropics due to dietary deficiency or malabsorption of iron
due to various causes.
Immunological aspects of all major diseases are dealt with under separate sub-headings
for each disease, and as a result much new material, and in some instances, an entirely new
emphasis is placed on disease syndromes. The sections on disease caused by protozoa, helminths
and viruses are excellent and the full scale of clinical preentation, pathology and treatment
are presented. The chapter on diseases caused by viruses is greatly expanded and deals with
the common and the rare viral diseases. In the chapter on leprosy the significant modern
advances in this field have been presented. Diseases such as tuberculosis, salmonellosis and
the spirochaetal infection receive much detailed decriptions. The chapter on diseases caused
by fungi is also comprehensive. Ophthalmology in the tropics has been discussed in a very
excellent chapter. Nutritional diseases such as kwashiorkor, continue to extract their toll in
the tropical environment and these have been discussed in depth.
Drugs used in the treatment of tropical diseases are dealt with in a separate chapter
towards the end of the book. The appendix on clinical pathology deals with some tests which
have not found room in the clinical pathology of individual diseases. These individual
sections deal with diagnostic tests which can be performed in the average laboratory.
Those dealing with the diagnosis and treatment of any form of tropical disease, whether
it is common or uncommon, will continue to use Manson's as the chief source of informa-
tion. The references to most subjects are detailed and include the latest advances and the
book is therefore also an important starting point for more detailed study. The index is very
comprehensive. It is very satisfying that the high standards of previous editions are fully
maintained in the present one.
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